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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

ForriGx.—There was an unconfirmed rumor in
London that war had broken out in Tonquin, —=
It is believed that Englund’s arbitration between
France and China 18 making progress, - Fire
has destroyed 600 houses in Constantinople and the
logislative palace at Brussels, ——— Socialists are
on trial in London for trying to blow up the Ger-
man embassy, The secret ballot at electious
bas been defeated in the Prussian Relchstag.
England and Spain are hikely to negotiate a com-
mercial treaty. Bignor Nicotera, formerly a
Cabinet Mimster in Italy, has been challenged to
fight a duel for Insnlting a Government official,

CoscrEss,—In the Senate yesterday bills werse
introdnced limiting a portion of the Naval Appro-
pristion Act ; to establish a United States mint at
New-York City ; to forfeit certain public lands
granted to the Oregon Central Railroad Company ;
1o repeal the Pre-emption and Timber Culture laws
and to amend the Howestead law; to provide for
}he econstruction of the Maryland and Delaware
free ship canal; to define the jurisdiction of the
Cirenit aud District Conrts of the United States,
Joiut resolutions were offered to amend the Fif-
teenth Amendment; proposing an amendment to
the Constitution giving women the right of suf-
frage; proposing an a Iment to the Constitution
giving the President the right to veto separate
items of an approprintion bill while approving the

remninder, =——— In the House Mr. MeCoid, of
Towa, was sworn.
Dosmestic,—Billings, Clapp & Co., wholesale

druggists in Boston, bave been fined for the
sdulteration of opinm. ——— Argumenis were
made in the New-York Court of Appeals in a cnse
involving the constitotionality of the tenement-
house cigar act, Argument was begun in the
Dwight insurance case. The Bessemer Coke
Works, at Mount Plessaut, Penn,, were sold at
anection, The rolling-mill of the Trenton Iron
Company was closed temporarily, Over 200
persons were carricd over the new cantilever bridge
at Niagara Falls, The eleetion case of
Horsey, at Columbia, 8, C., fias been abandoned.
Considerable damage has been done by floods
in Dallas, Texas. The New-Jersey Sanitary
Association met at Trenton,

Crty AxD Sunvrsax.—Alderman Reilly gotina
rage at the meeting of the Board of Estimate yester-
day. The Chamber of Commerce nrged the
Btate to purchase the Adirondack Wilderness,
A meeting in the ioterest of the Charity Organi-
gation Hociety was held at  the Union
League Club., The 8St. Nicholas Society
ate its annual dinper at Delmonico’s, =——
George W. Cable lectured  before the
Nineteenth Century Club, A dentist of Key-
port, N. J., was asaaulted in the street by the huos-
band of a patient, President Barnard and
Augnstus 8t, Gandens testified in the Fevardent

Anit, A case of smallpox occurred on the
Beythia, Captain Gordon was held for trial
in $5,000 bail. = Gold value of the legal-tender

pilver dollar (41219 grains), 8527 cents, -
Btocks fluctuated irregularly, were weak after
Deing strong, and closed unsottled.

Tue WrATHER~TRIBUNE local ohservations in-
dicate clear or fair and warmer weather, possibly
followed late in the dav by increasing cloudiness
and light rains, Temperature yesterday : Highest,
46°; lowest, 389 ; ave-1age, 417;%,

The suceess of the meeting lield last evening
to arouse interest in the work of the Charity
Organization Society of this city will be grati-
fying to all thinking people who allow them-
selves the luxury of giving. The hall of the
Union League Clab was crowded, and the
merits of the society's systematic method of
benevolence were duly set forth by Mr. Joseph
H. Choate, Judge Daly, Mr. George William
Curtis and others. The work of this organiza-
tion should commend itself not only to Chris-
tian philanthropists, but especially to those who
take u scientific view of almsgiving.
- e

The lawyers of Texas who have undertaken
to get the Court of Claims at Washington to
pass favorably upon the request of an old slave-
holder that he shall be paid for his liberated
glaves have probably taken up the case asan
amusement. They are said to hold that Texas
eame into the Union in 1845 under different
circumstances from the other States, That is
ecrtainly not true in a legal sense; and, any-
way, after sho was once in her condition was
pot more independent than that of any other
Btate, The Texan slaveholder's eluim will be

paid about the same time with the Confederate
war debt.

—pa—

A realization of the necessity of protecting
our forests seems to be spreading more widely
every day. Yesterday Mr. Morris K. Jesup pre-
gented the matter to the Chiamber of Commerce
of this city, in an effective manner and with
good resnlts. Resolutions were adopted nrging
the importance of protecting the entire Adiron-
dack wilderness, A memorial to be presented
to the Legislature will be prepared, and qther
commercial associations thronghout the State
are invited to join in pressing the matter upon
the attention of our law-makers, The move-
ment for forest protection, not only in New-
York, but throughout the Union, has begun not
o moment too soon, Great damnge has already
been done; yet if the destrnction can be ar-
rested just where it is, we shall be a fortunate

people. e

No little excitement was caunsed some wecks
ago by the discovery of avase of smallpox on
the steamship Seythin, Great precaution was
taken to isolate the patient, and the Health an-
thorities were &0 convinced that all danger of
contugion had been removed that the steamship
was passed at Quarantine with only a trifling
delay. Unfortunately the precautions taken do
not seem to have been sufficient. A young man
who was o passenger on the vessel when the flrst
case was discovered has since been seized by
the disease ; and yesterday when the Scythia
arrived from Liverpool again one of the stew-
ards was sent to Riverside Hospital sick with
the smallpox. The vessel was then allowed
to come up to her dock. In view of the fact
that this is the second ease which has broken
out on the Seythia, despite all precantions, the
action of the Health officer in not detaining her

at Quarantine may lead to some alarm.
i

The Aldermen have taken up the matter of
electric wires in the streets, and their Finance
Committer has made a vigorous report in favor
of an ordinance requiring all wires to be put
underground.  Judging from past experience
it does not seem likely that the Aldermen will
finally pass such an ordinance, and, even if they
did, it would doubtless only result in endless
litigation. The companies have not much more
respect for the Aldermen as representatives of
public opinion than the average private citizen
hias. The proper body to take this subjeet in hud
is the Assembly. Even there any extreme
measure would probably be defeated. Buta
law prohibiting any more wires from being
strung along on the poles conld not e conshil-
ered unreasonable by any one, and undoubtedly
sieh o law might be passed this winter,  After
that we could decide what to do with the wires
already up.

S

Senator Lapham, of this State, has already
prepared 4 joint resolution to amend the United
States Constitution so that the President can
veto items in the appropriation bills withont
killing the entire measure, The idea seems to
find some opposition in the Senate. No doubt
it would be a bad thing to tinker very much
with the Constitution, and the conservatism of
many of the Senators is highly commendable.
However, when a change in our fundamental
law is petually needed there is no reason to
hesitate to make it. The change in question is
not hased on a wild theory, but is called for by
experience. In this State, for instanee, the way
in which our Governors use the power gives
widespread satisfaction. There is no reason to
suppose it would not work equally well in Fed-
eral administration, The amendment has been
asked for by the President in his last two mes-
gages, public sentiment bas been expressed
strongly in its favor; so there really does not
seem to be any reason why the Senators should
lesitate,

SENATOR MORRILL ON SILVER COINAGE,

Senator Morrill's lurge experience and well-
earned reputation in the treatment of financial
questions would in any case have seeured atten-
tion for his strong speech on the silver question,
But the specch was also remarkably timely.
The Chicago Tribung, one of the most powerfnl
Republican journals of the West, has now de-
clared for a suspension of silver eoinnge.  The
Clieago Tribune and The Civeinnati Commer-
cial Gaszette worked logether most eflicieatly to
prepare public opinion for the revival of silver
coinage, und the infloence of these great jonr-
nals was for a time the chief obstacle to the
suspension now  advoeated by them  both,
Judge Kelley, whose opiuion on the subject The
Chicago Tribune quotes, was convineed during
his absenee in Europe that the continnance of
gilver coinnge by this country had become the
greatest obstacle to the progress of bi-metallie
views In Enrope. With him, Mr. Duarchand,
Director of the Mint, Mr. Walker, Mr, Horton
and others who were among the foremost in ad-
vocating coinage of silver yenrs ago lave now
earnestly urged a suspension, on the gronmd that
it would strongly promote internationsl agree-
ment on the guestion. Not a single one of the
really influcotial leaders in the movemoent for
remonetization is now in faver of continuing
the purchase of £2,000,000 of silver bullion
each month for the purpose of manufacturing
wmore standard dollars, of which, as Mr. Morrill
says, the Treasury now holds three times as
many a8 the people have been lnduced to take
and use.

In connection with the declaration of The
Chicago Tribune, thercfore, Mr, Morrill's uble
gpeech will attraet  espeeinl attention.  He
argues that we have no possible need, ot pres-
ent, for ns many standard dollars as have al-
ready been provided,  This reasoning The Cin-
cinnati Commercial Gazette has also presented re-
peatedly with great foree.  He urges that the
continued coinnge of silver by this country
operates powerfully to shield Great Britain and
Germany from the natural eftects of their nono-
metallic policy, and so strengthens them in the
stubborn resistance thus fur made by them to
every plan of international aceord.  In this po-
sition Mr, Morrill agrees with M, Cernuseli and
other leaders of bi-metallie thought abroad, and
with Messrs, Burchard, Horton and Wilker of
this country. At length, thevefore, there is en-
tire accord between the thoughtful and compo-
tent men of both opinions, in respeet to the
present duty of the United States?  For reasons
in some measure nulike, the hi-metallist and the
mono-metallist alike urge that this country
should no longer continue to put into useless
standard dollars $2,000,000 each month of its
revenue.  The bill offered by Mr. Kelley in the
House, though coming from one who was form-
erly a leading advocate of the double standard,
does not differ in principle from the measure
which Mr. Morrill advocates in the Senate,

Senator Morrill docs not proposs to deprive
the outstanding silver certifieates of any part of
their present usefulness. He would leave these
certificates to the operation of natural luws of
supply and demand. The suspension of silver
coinage would properly be supplemented by a
discontinnance of the issue of certificates, leav-
ing those now outstunding to fiil the piges in
circulation which they now oceupy. It is part
of the alm of the Scuator, moreover, to bring
about a readjustment of coinage, so Jthat the
metal shall correspond more nearly in intrinsic
value with the official stamp, and to promote an
increased use of silver coins by stopping the

issue of $1 and $2 United States notes.  These

positions and others in the speech of Mr, Mor-
rill will be considered more fully in connection
with the disenssion to which his bill will doubt-
less lead. But the main purpose of the speech
—to bring about a snspension of the coinage
of silver dollars snd of the issue of silver
certificatos—should be heartily apgroved by

the single standard. It is enongh that we have
more standard dollars coined already than can
b used, under either theory or any lezislation,
for gome years to come.

UNWORTHY OF MR, MORRISON,

President Arthur has refused to help either
faction of Democrats by his Message, He has
not recommended reduction of the internal
faxes according to the notions of Mr, Randall,
nor reduetion of the tarift according to Mr, Car-
lisle's ideas. Bt Colonel Morrison has no right
to say that the President refrained from either
recommendation for partisan reasons, It is
absurd for him to call the Messuge * mean-spir-
ited or cownrdly 7 because it did not precisely
gratify the faction of which Mr. Morrizon isa
leader, His own motives are at least as open to
suspicion or criticism in this matter as those of
the President, whose conrse will be approved
by iutelligent and conservative men in every
branch of business and of every shade of party.
Indeed, any publie man who does advise an-
other overhauling of the tarift this winter, before
the country has half recovered from the pro-
Jonged uncertainty and embarrassment which
the last revision caused, justities grave doubt
either as to his patriotism or as, to his capueity
for public trust. Formore than flve months,
every branch of trade and industry was embar-
rassed by the diseussion and the wavering action
in the two houses of Congress, Then, after the
new bill had been passed, there was stagnation
for nearly four months more because the most
important changes of duty did not take eftect
until July 1. And from July 1 onward, the
varying course of importations lus been
watehed with deep interest, especially by the
employers and working people in some branches
of Indusiry, becanse the very esistence of many
munufactaring establishments in this conntry
las depended upon effects of the new tarift
which could not be altogether determined as
yot. Thus business has been sorely disturbed
for moro than a year by a revision of the tarifl,
and however great the benelits expectad from
that rovision, it s certain that it has cost the
conntry a great deal,  What possible reason ean
be given for tenewing the agitation aml uneer-
tainty now 1

The faction of which Colonel Morrison is a
lender will plead that the surplus revenue is
undesitably large,  This is true, if that surplus
is to be applied to the extinguishment of public
debt, beeause it retires too mpidly the Iamels o
which the banik eireulation rests.  But Mr. Car-
fisle and his followers can hardly give that
reason, They have not shown such comprehen-
sion of the National banking system, or such
friendtness toward it, that they can bo ex-
peeted, for the sake of saving that svstem, to
subject all the industry of the country to lis-
order and loss, What other reason ecan be
given? 1t s said that the taxation is too heavy.
But the truth is that the people do not feel the
taxation by the United States at all ; and the
State, connty and loeal taxes, which they do feel,
it is the policy of Mr. Carlisle and his friends
pot to relieve by any act of the Federl Govern
ment.  The saered doctrine of State rights
might come to grief, if the bardens imposed by
& lpeal self-government” should in any such way
be lightened,

It is the truth, moreover, ns the President
suggests, that there are important public needs
to which the whole of the surplns revenus for
the enrrent or coming year can be well applied.
The defenice of our eonsts, and especinlly of the
great senport  eities, ought to b no lomger de-
laged,  There could be no greater folly than to
repeal taxes which the people do not feel before
making provision for the public defence,
Agiin, it is of great importance to our manu-
factures and agrienlture that the foreign com-
meree of the conntry whould be nided by steam-
ship lines to foreign ports, As long ns the
mails, even on official business, go under for-
elgn flags, and opr merchants are dependent
upon forcign ships for eommunication with any
enstomers they may have abrowd, it is alto-
wother too early to talk of cutting down the rev-
enue as an ohject of supreme importance.
.‘1.||t|i-1h|'||g nllg}li to be done, too, whether II}'
the mode suggested by Mre, Blaine or some
other, to promote more efficiently the fres edn-
cation of the people,  The very existenee of our
Republie, ail admit, depends upon the mainte-
nance of edacation, and yet the recent eonsus
discloses a lamentable prevalence of illiteraey
and lack of edueational fueilitics in scme poarts
of the country.  Will Colonel Morrison maintain
that all aid to popular edueation shonld be re-
fused i order that taxation may be immedintely
reduced again T At least, if he is ready to take
that position, he ought to be able to realizo that
the President and his Republican advisers and
supporters, in urging a different conrse, may be
guite as sincere, and guite as free from personal
ambition or partisan bins, as Mr, Carlisle or Mr.
Morrison or any of their followers,

THE WHISKEY TAX,

The question raised by Mr, Blaine in regard
to the distribution of the amount derived from
the whiskey tax belongs to the future. So long
as the whiskey tax is needed by the National
Government the question of its transfer I8 not
practically before the people. It is only when
the question of its repeal is reachad that the
issne raised by Mr, Blaine comes to the front.
Indeed, this appears by the text of his letter to
be his own understanding.  He tixes the time at
that point when we ean no longer apply the sur-
plus to the payment of the National Debt and
have no use for the tax in the National Treas-
ury. % Why should not thoe States,” Mr. Blaine
aska, “be permitted to have the tax on spirits
for their own benefit if the National (forernment
does nol need it 7" The question then is not be-
tween the National and State Governments as
to which shall have the whiskey tax—but be-
tween giving the tax to the States or repealing
it altogether, On that point there will bs a
great deal to be said when it is reached,  Mr,
Blaine feels sure that it would be great folly to
take eighty-six millions n year off whiskey and
keep it on homesteads and farms,  Meanwhile
before leaving the subject it may be well to
ofter a word upon one or two points of ebjection
urged against the principle of distribution.
Cortain Western papers make lowd eomplaint
that the Jproposition iuvolves the taxing of I1li-
nois, Indiana, Ohio and Kentoeky, where the
whiskey is principally distilled, for the benelit
of other States.  In other words, they maintaln
that the distillers pay the tax.  We suppose by
parity of reasoning these same Western journals
will admit that the importers of New-York,
Boston, Philadelphiaand Baltimore pay the bulk
of the two hundred millions of customs—one
position is just as sound, rather is not so absurd,
as the other.  An intelligent boy of ten years
knows that the consumer of whiskey pays the
tax, as the consumer of imported goods pays the
duty. New-York pays a fur heavier whiskey
tux than any of the States engaged in distilling,
Perhaps by her enovimous consumption of spirits
in the arts and manufactures Now-York pays as

intelligent advocates of either the double or of

much of the whiskey tax as the four distilling
States put together. In the use of whiskey as a
boverage the Western Btates may keep even
with us, per eapila, but New-York certainly does
her full share in that respeot.

Another point of objection to the distribution
of the whiskey tax refers to its constitutionality.
We are amazed st the number of men, especial-
ly on the press, who are profound jurists and
who know the precise limits and powers of the
organic law. We have not failed to observe,
however, that these learned pundits are gen-
erally surprised when informed that Congress
has already oxercised the power which is so
loudly pronouneced unconstitutional. Every
argument now brought against the distribution of
the whiskey tax was far more ably stated against
the distribution of the surplus revenue in Jack
son's time and the distribution of the proceeds

from the sale of public Innds under the Presi-.

deney of John Tyler. But against these objec-
tions both bills were passed by Congress and
approved by the Executives named. There is
not a constitutional point in the case of the
whiskey tax that was not involved in one or the
other of the former distribution bills, One or
both of these measures were supported by Mr,
Wehster, Mr. Clay, John Quincy Adams, Mil-
lard Fillmore, Thomas Ewing, George Evans,
Rufus Choate, John Sergeant, John M. Clayton,
William Pitt Fessenden, Robert C. Winthrop
and many others of the most learned and able
in Congress from 1830 to 1842, The Demo-
eratic objectors may be pertinently reminded
that President Jackson in his first Message to
Congress recommended that the surplus reve-
nue arising from du ties on imports “ be appor-
tioned among the States according to their
ratio of representation.” He renowed the ree-
ommendation in his second Moessage, and  took
occasion to answer the objection now made that
it would lower the dignity of the States to re-
ceive revenue from the Nationsl Treasury.
With his strong common-sense Jackson de-
clared that “there eould surely be nothing de-
“rogatory in the State’s recoiving its quota of
“the Nationsl revenue for domestic nse, upon a
“fixed prineciple, ns a matter of right and from a
“fund to the ereation of which each State had
“contributed its fair proportion.” We leave the
comstitutionnl objectors to wrestle with that
comprehensive deeluration of Jackson,

Local taxation in the United States is very
heavy.  In many cases it is positively oppress-
Ive, New-York is morg heavily taxed than Lon-
don; Philadelphin is more heavily taxed than
Paris; Boston is more heavily taxed than Ber-
lin, It is difflealt to find a town in the North-
ern States in which the total of local taxes (by
which we mean State, county, municipal and
wehool taxes) is not equal to eight dollirs per
hewd of the total population, men, women and
children.  Some are lower. Muny are higher,
In this city the rate is over ficenty dollars per
bead.  Perhaps there is no city in the Union
with a population exceeding ity thonsanil where
the taxes do not equal or excead ten dollars per
head.,  Throughout the Union the total of all
taxes paid—distine® from National taxes—will
be found to equal, if not exeeed, four hugpdred
millions of dollars,  To relieve this barden, it is
Mr. Blaine's idea that the whiskey tax can be
profitably nsed when the National Government
shall uo longer havo need of it. It would, per-
haps, in the aggregate, take oftf from the people
one quarter of their heavy burden of taxation,

| In some States it would lift and discharge op-

preesive debts; in others it would make needed
publicimprovements ; in all it would enhance the
educational fucilitics of the people.  When we
think of the myriads of voters in the Republic
who eannot read the names on the ballots they
place in the box, it quiekens ns to lay hold of
every resource that may extend and improve
vur system of schools,

The whiskey tax may, in the end, be one of
the great instrumentalities to work ont valuable
rosulta,  If one State las it, nll must have it,
The distilling States cannot unitedly colleet a
half-million of dollars from the source that
vields nearly s hundred millions to the touch of
National power.  And National power cannot be
wsed excopt for the common good of all, There
will be ample opportunity to discuss the ques-
tion in all its aspects and all its bearings.
There is no need of premature committal or ng-
grossive partisanship in regard to it. We are as
willing to receive light as to give light, and
shall in the end determine our conrse by the
woeight of testimony and the strength of the
argument, At present we are willing to say
that it is an important and far-reaching issue
anid may deeply aflect many iuterests in the
[uture,

FOTURE OF THE FREEDMEN,

Mr. Frederick Douglags always speaks with a
tone of nuthority about the freedmon.  He con-
tributes to Harper's Weekly an interesting papor
on the progreas of the race sinee Emaneipation,
his views being a8 encournging as those cx-
pressed by Mr. Beecher in his Thanksgiving:
sermon as the results of personal expericuee in
the Southern States, Mr. Donglass contends
that though they are still deplorably ignorant,
the largo number of colored children attending
school shows that progress has been made,
With respect to morality he speaks in a lower
tone, but thinks there is everywhero among
them a dawning recognition of a new order of
life und society, The ola camp-mecting emo-
tional religion is subsiding and thonght is taking
the place of feeling,  Public morals and man-
ners, he thinks, have gained by the change, and
the efteet of o botter kind of preaching than was
ever heard in the old days is to supply something
besides rant and tominister tosomething besides
passion.  On the whole, the old man is far from
disconraged or dissatistied.  In his judgment
the colored people are steadily rising.

Mr. Douglnss glinees alsoat the former slave-
holders.  Have they made any sensible degree
of progress in civilization sinee Emancipation 1
Are they more industriouns, honest and humane
sines they eccased to buy, sell ond flog their
wlaves? e considers such events as Yazoo,
Hamburg and the slaughter at Danville of
ominous import, and eontends that the enfran-
chised bondmen ean make little progress with-
out consent and co-operation of the ruling class
among whom they live, aud whose land they
cultivate,

CIRCUMSTANCES ALTER CASES,

In discussing the relations between the rail-
roads and the publie the President observes:
#While we cannot fail to reeognize the impor-
“qanee of the vast railway systems of the eoun-
“ gy and their great and beneficent influences
“ypon thy development of our material wealth,
& ywe should, on the other hand, remember that no
# individual and no corporation onght to be in-
% yested with absolute power over the interests
% of any other citizens or elass of citizens.”  No
doubt most people will at once coincide with
this remark, and will say that it is sound com-
mon-sense,  Yet, thongh its truth and wisdom
are so apparent, it is perhaps worth while to
point out that a substantially diflerent doctrine
lius been laid down by the Supreme Court oY the
United States.  Thut angust tribunal, in its
famons decision on the Chicago elevator cases,
deelared that the Legislature had a right to
interfere with and to regulate the profits of any
businuss inte which a “ publie use™ entored,
The principls of that decision h‘a very broad

one, and though it has not yet been extonded, it
is quite impossible for any one to say confidently
that it never will be. Under that principle it is
the right (and it may at any time be assumed
to be the duty) of the Legislature to regulate
any busincss or ocoupation which may at the
time seem to any influential person, either of
the legislative body or of the dommnant party, to
need such regulation. And s there i3 no con-
ceivable buosiness into which a public use of
some kind does not enter, it follows that there
is no conceivable business or occupation which
may not some day become the subject of legis-
lative regulation. The common answer to all
such expressions of apprehension is that the
courta and publie opinion may be trusted to
stopshortiof mischievous interference with vested
rights, But in the first place it is the opinion of
many that such interference has already oe-
carred. And in the second place experience
proves that the admission of such dangerous
doctrines by the Supreme Court entails a ten-
dency upon that tribunal to proceed further in
the same direction.

The sentiment enuncinted by the President is
a sound and just one ; but if corporations or cit-
izens should not be permitted to exercise abso-
lute power over other eitizens or classes of citi-
zens, it is equally clear that the legislative de-
partment of the Government, representing as
it often does only a minority of a majority, and
sometimes only & majority of a minority, should
be restrained from the exercise of a like abso-
lute power over individuals or classes. While
the doctrine of the Chicago elevator cases is
maintained, however, there can be no assurance
against legislative tyranny of the kind referred
to, and it is obvious that this may, under the
pressure of popular excitement, or the exigencies
of partisan polities, at any time become quite as
serious an evil ns those acts of corporate aggres-
sion against which the public protest, and from
which they seck protection,

UNEXPENDED BALANCES AGAIN.

Alderman John Reilly evidently thinks that
he is a bigger man thun John Kelly, or any
other member of his particular Demoeratic or-.
ganization, A reference in Tug TRIRUSE to a
“prominent Tammany Hall politician” was
applied at onee by Mr. Reilly to himself, and
led to his making yesterdny a lively exhi-
hition of his unfitness to discharge the duties
of a member of the Board of Estimate, Itis
only a few days since he was charging * erook-
efdness ™ in the official canvass of the votes cast
at the recent election, beeause he was nearly
defeated for Register by his Republican op-
ponent,  Mr. Reilly's friends wounld do well to
keep a close watch on his movements,

Azide from the personal ineident, the pro-
coedings of the Board of Estimate yesterday
were humilinting to the city.  The Mayor con-
fessed that he could not sdminister the munici-
pal government on business principlos,  He has
triedd, he says, and failed.  He admits his ina-
bility to do the work ander existing lnaws, The
Legisluture should take him at his word, and try
in o measure to relieve him of the responsibility.

In regard to the question of making transfers
from unexpended bulanees of appropriations of
previons years, which gave rige to the discussion
yesterday,  Tae Trinvse has already enlight-
ened the public.  Mr. Asten deserves the com-
mendation of every eitizen for the fivm stand he
has taken in opposition to this pernicious prie-
tice,  As long as he guards the doors of the City
Trensury from the assanlts of Alderman Reilly
and his friends, Mr, Asten may be certain of
public approval.  In equity his position is -
pregnable,  Already this year nbont half a mill-
ion dollars in alleged unexpended  balances
hive beon transferred to the use of department
heads, The praetice has been earried so far for
the benetit of Commissioner Thompson that he
nctnally had transferred, among other itemd, a
balanee of seventy-eight cents remaining over
from an approprintion made six yems sgo for
“ publie drinking hydrants,”

Every cent of the money * transferred” has to
he raised by the issue of interest-bearing bonds.
What is the purpose of the law requiring de-
partments to make ont estimates, and the Board
of Apportionment to make approprintions in ad-
vance of the yvear in which the money is to be
expended T Clearly, if this subterfuge of mak-
ing ®transfers” 8 legal, the law in regard to
estimates and appropriations is a dead letter,

DON'T ENOW WHAT TO I'UT ON HIS CARDS,
It ia not generally known that yesterday, after
reading the able but conflleting statements con-
tained 1 leading Demwooratio newspapers concern-
ing lus position on the tariff question, Speaker
Carlisle walked around to a Washingtou stationer's
to ordor himself some visiting cardsg
Alarge and varied snssortment of sample cards
was promptly spread before him, aud of course he
found no diftienlty In deciding npon slize and script,
But when the gentlomanly clerk who had the honor
of waiting upon him inquired what he wished en-
graved upon the cards, perspiration broke out npon
the Speaker's brow, and before assistance could be
snmmoned he sank into a very dark brown study,
Rallying in the course of the afternvon, he rebuked
the clerk for asking him so embarrassing o question,
The elerk was profuse in his wpologies, but saud
that it was customary ., After a time the
Speaker becawe  mollified, and procesded to
order thres difforent sets of cards, explaining to
tho reassured clork that he hadn't quite made np
his mind which kind he wounld use—that he wonld
like to consult the Democratic National Committes
before reaching a conclusion, The cards have sinco
been propared, and now lio at the stationer's await-
ing the speaker’s docision, They read thus:
Mu. Jonx Grrvin CanLisim,
Free Trader, with Lucldental Protectlon.
Wil JOUN GRIFFIN CAKLIALE,
FProtectiondat, with Incldental Free Trade,
Mu, JORN GRIFFIN CARLISLE,
Farig Reformer, with Luoldental Facing-both-ways.
Our latest ndvicos indicate that the Democratio
National Committee has not yet decided the deli-
eate point. The stationer advises Mr, Curlisle to
* bunch "vm,”

It appears from the statements of Police Justios
Murray that ho resigned fros the police foreo in 1863
to go into the coke business. e was then setting
a good exumplo whicli the public woald be glad to
aoe him follow in 1883,

1t is understood that a gloom that ean be dis-
tinctly felt, thatin fuct is distinotly and painfully
folt, beging to sottle down upon the Democratio
majority in Congtess, How can it be otherwise
when the members Tealize that the day isnot far
distunt when they will bo compelled to break the
agonizing nows to their respoctive heelers that
there are not offices enongh in the House to go
round,

YORESIONT, HINDSIGHT.

This is what* The Sun  This is what The Sun

aald before Carlisle was says now that Carlisle is

—_—

made spoaler ! Bpeaker:
“The Republicanparty  “ Our friend of The
must go." Courter=Journal deolares

himself full repared
et g 2
disappointed.”

A Missouri jury hns just settled a question con-
cerning whioh sclence has been unable to reach a
final conelusion, aud thus onee more the immense su-
periority of ¥ hard common-sense” over mere Apeci-
latiop is demonstrated. The case was rather peenl-
inr, 1t was a sult aguinst an insarance company by
wman whose houso hud besn destroyed by s cy-
olone in 1881, The plaintift sought to prove that
the destructive agont in cyclones is electricity, or
lightuing, The defendant ss stoutly maintained

what a comfort it wonld be if many other scienti

the sun, and the question of the nnd theory
of light, and the question of radiant matter, angq

if only the scientists would agree to submit them to

ohild while under the delusion that God

charge of murder, on the gronnd of insanity, and the
Court has sentenced him to pass the remainder of

to unply & belief on the part of the Court that i
sanity is incurable. Bhould Freeman recover hig

whether there existed any authority for
Lim in an insane asylum. Probably he could nog,

only rational one  attainable. The pre.
sumption must be that he is still insane, and
having been acquitted of wurder on that ground, i§
is necessary to prevent him from doing any more
mischief. If all murderers who put iu the plea of
insanity knew that acquittal on that ground would
consign them to an asylum for life, they might
rather prefer to tnke greater chancos of the gallows,
Yet thers ean be no ressonable doubt that thig
ought to be the rule, and not the exesption. Mur.
derers who claim that they are not responsible for
their sctions ought to be locked up with the irre-
sponsible, and kept there, if possible, for the rest of

to make a farce of che administration of justice,
e e et
= PERSONAL.

It is related in English journals that durings
recent visit to Enrope Mr. William Little, of Mog-
treal, found himself on an excnrsion with the Soot-
tish Arboricultural Society, Some cones from
tall Ficea nobilis were desired, but no one would
venture to climb the tres, Seeing the hesitation
of the * sturdy band of stalwurt Bgm::h and En;
lish foresters, ” Mr, Little “ flung off his hat an
cont, and with the nimbleness of unanimsl ina
few minutes brought down some cones,

e Th-e row of houses on Connecticut-ave.” says
The Washington Star, *hetween K and L stroots,
built by ex-Governor Sheplierd, is familiarly knowa
a8 Diplomatic Row, Atthe corner, in the former
residence ::f the Chinese Legation, now resides M.
de Surnve; the Russian Minister; next is the house”
occupied by Marshal MeMichael, next door to which
are the apartments for bachelor members of the
[i_i]plunmtir Corps. Adjoining this house lives M, de
Bille, the Danish Minster, formerly Couneillor aud
& prominent political charneter in Denmark, * Coung
and Conntess h-weu!_mupl,hof the Swedish Legation,
come next in the list, while between this and the
corner house, in which rosides Attorney-Gene
Brewster and family, s that recently purch
and oceupied by General! Joe Johnston,

To aceuse a real live prince of being, in even the
slightest degree, “ pernickety,” is a serious matter,
Aud yet, what are you to mwake of this? Prince
Albert Victor the other day went home, from Cam=
bridge tojlondon, e was nuattended, and he bought
o single ticket and took his seat like any ordinary
traveller. He was at first the only passenger ia
that compartment, But when the train stopped at
Royston two other gentlemen got in, and one of
thom remained there until the train reached Lon-
don, whule the other, having a cold and finding the
windows open, sought a seat in another compart-
ment, Neither of them had any idea that theie
follow-traveller was the Prince, and they wers
ﬁ«utlmaon of irreproschable {:wmnae. But when
is oyal Highness reached King's Cross Station he
complained to the authorities of the * intrusion " of
strangers futo “his carrings,” and the station-
master at Royston was severely censured in eonse-
quence, nlllwuﬁll neither o nor the thdgg:
master, nor indesd any one connected with
train, kuew that the Prinee was a passengor,

Cutcaco, Deo, 6,—Tolman Wheelar, of this city,
who Lias already made a number of bequests to the
Episcopal Church, has deeded the church a valnable
traot of land in the western division of the city,
and advanced $200,000 toward the erection of a
church prepagatory school,  The design is to be
after that of Oxford, prominent features of the
strueture boing a chapet and a library to contain
10,000 voluies,

Wasmmvatox, Dee, 8.—Adjutant General Dalton,
of Massachusotts, arrived in Washington yesterday
afternoon, and last evening presented to Represens
tative Robinson, the Governor-elect of that State,
the certificate of his eloction, It is understood thas
Governor Robinson will retain his seat in the House
until the tuue for his inguguration, January 3.

Garvestox, Dee. 6.—A dispatch from Aunstin to
The News says Professor Mallet, president of the
Faonlty of the Texas University, has accepted a
ohair in the University of Virginia, and will not re-
main in the Texas institution any longer than is
necessury to completo its new laboratory,
Wasimyerox, Dee. 0.—Secretary  Folger is

slightly indisposed to-day and Assistant Secretary
Frenchi 18 neting Scagetary of the Treasury,

GENEKAL NOTES,

The owner of the farm at Lindenville, 0,
npon which John Brown estublished an arsenal preparie-
tory to Lls rald at Marper's Forry, (8 still Uving.  His
namo s E. A, Forbos, aud he is o man of superior intolll-
wonee, hh{hl,r eatecined by his nmllihlmm He retalns &
vivid rocolloction of Old Ossawatonde aud of Jthe clreun-
wtances undeswhich tho nros snd somoauition were re=
colved sl stored.

Al a socinl gathering of fashionable darkics
tn Momphts the other evening Mr. John Grady was fort=
unato enongh to have oleven dollars in his poeket, and
though his nlckname 18 * Loek,” unlueky enongh to losa
the same through a holo In sald pocket. Thers wis no
doubt that the money luud fallen to the foor, aud the
guestion wis wlhich of the guests hud approprinted it
By unanimons consent of the company 1t wis declded to
wolve thls perplexing problem by mweans of the lufallible
* afiter tost,” wid secordingly » sifter wis brought fron
To it was uttached p string which wis bel
The sifter remadned motionlves
until the striug was grasped by Oscar Jones, when it be-
an to rovolve with great rapidity. Thereupon Mr.
Jones wia vocifervisly declared to De the thief wad Mr,
Gruly promptly o | ifs mrrost.  Justioe Quigley, who
could not avo been fully mwirs of the solomn cereiuonlal
1.,-wwntl-u is gulle had beeu catablished, dismlssed tho
sl

For several years the General Post Office in
London has sent coples of & handsome Christmas card o
all the priveipal post offlces tn the world, from many of
which 1t recelves In exchange a siwilar greoting. In
whatevor wanuer this kindly custom began 1 has now
becowne oie of the plessant features of the scason in
postid elreles ; wnd some of the most elabornte cands hudl
frum the reinotest poluts, = A poot st Hong Kong,” says
The London Telegraph, * distinguishes himsel? with
* Post Olce Sonnet,” which s quite excellent and luter-
esting in point of theme and workmansblp, Whey il
first rocelviad the London cand, It grew quite rapturous,
and seat back o long snid eloquont letter of thanks, 1=
gother with the | ter's phot I Noxt yearlt
outdid itselt by forwaniing & waler-color drawing of
Fijiun scenery, Beveral other postal stations have seot
witer-color of pen-atd-lnk -l.rurlm of varylug degrood
of orlginsdity.  The London officl however, Lake care
to maintaly thelr supertority tu Whie matter of are.”

The Rev. William C. Winslow, of Boston, has
written an interesting lotter to The Churchman of this city
about the work of the Egyptian Explorstion Fuud Soviety
of England. Last winter thissoclety enguged in au lmport=
ant usdertaking in the Delts, undor the direction of M.
Naville, the eminont Egyptologlst—namely, the excava=
tion of the Biblioal city of Pithow, butle by the Hebrowsd
during their servitude, This city has been identitted bY
the oxcavations as the * store city " bullt for Pharsol
during the oppression, and also s the olty wliloh ia re-
ferred to aa Buccoth in the Bible, Interesting hiero-
glyphles and sun-dried bricks were found, some with,
otliers without, straw, ,The soclety proposos duriug the
present winter, If funds are forthooming, to excevat®
Baa, the Zoan of the Bible, and the Teols of the Greeks
That 1s where the Phardob lived who was the friend of
Joseph, and 18 therefors the plaee in which to look for
dvouments baurlnfnnn the kistory of the
thelir Long unrn
wnents umw will be fo
Do’ the| dtl':lnw ﬂmtmmu nown
no other or
be 8o rioh In whiol lls

sliow Vo4
nmm—g.ﬁ by tha
Amerioans W -mlnumh{!ln nﬁmlﬂ

the kitohen,
fu turn by the guosts,

that the destructive agent was purely and simply

problems could be solved in the same simple 3
way. There is the question of the Mmﬁo::

lots more, all of which conld be set at rest forever

“twelvomonina box” Truly the world moves,
Froeman, the Pocasset fanatic who killed his own 2

b
the saorifice of him, has been uwm".?z“&.‘

his Jlife in un insane asylom, This sentence soemg
sanity the question might very easily o raised, -
i 'I

under such circnmstanoces, be so detained. rq-_' :
this disposition of him is, we think, the

their lives. To liberate such men ls nocessarily




